BARROW UPON SOAR METHODIST CHURCH

North Street, Barrow upon Soar, Leicestershire
LE12 8QA
(W3W) What3Words: umbrellas, mixture, bake.
Website: www.barrowuponsoarmethodistchurch.co.uk

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

Remember this? It was 2011 when we
celebrated the centenary of our building.
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A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT OUR MEETINGS
SUNDAY

10.15 am

Morning Worship

MONDAY
1st in the month

9.15 am – 12.15 pm
7.00 pm
2.00 pm

TUESDAY
Every 3rd Tuesday
WEDNESDAY
Alternate weeks
Every 3rd Wed
Every 4th Wed

9.15 am -3.25 pm
7.30 pm
9.15 am – 12.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
3.15 – 4.30 pm

THURSDAY
Alternate weeks
FRIDAY

9.15 am-3.25 pm
7.30 pm
9.15 am – 12.15 pm

Barrow Playgroup
1st Barrow upon Soar Guides
“New Horizons” – a friendship group for those
who are bereaved
Barrow Playgroup
Men’s Supper Group
Barrow Playgroup
Ladies Circle
Gardening Club
Fun@Church for children & their
parents/carers
Barrow Playgroup
Bible Study – see notices
Barrow Playgroup

SATURDAY – 1st in
the month
4th in the month

10.00-11.00 am

Minimarket & Coffee Morning

2.00-4.00 pm

Crochet & Craft

Please see Circuit Plan, notices or website for details of Holy Communion services & other events
www.facebook.com/barrow upon soar methodist

follow us on Twitter @BarrowMeth

CONTACT US: Minister: Rev John Pugh
Telephone: 0116 2304689
Email: john.pugh@methodist.org.uk
From 1st September: Rev Sandra Marshall
Senior Steward: Sandra Webb
Telephone: 01509 413946
Email: sandraspocket@aol.co.uk
Secretary, Notices, Room Bookings: Janet Thompson
Telephone: 01509 413810
Email: janetmthompson13@gmail.com
Treasurer: Peter Yates

Telephone: 01509 413085
Email: PYates1017@aol.com
Loughborough Circuit Superintendent Minister: Rev Andrew Lomax
Loughborough Circuit Office - Telephone: 01509 807441 or Email: Loughboroughmethodist@gmail.com
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OUR MINISTER WRITES:
Hello and goodbye everyone,
It seems strange to say that but this will be my last annual Church Meeting missive at Barrow
upon Soar.
This last year has been the most oddest one in recent history, I never dreamt my final year in active ministry
would almost go out in a whimper I thought I'd be going right to the end. The time I have spent on telephone
calls though has proved interesting and there has been some challenging conversations over countless
different topics. Zoom has also proven to be the latest way of operating as Church whilst we have been
confined to barracks as the old expression has it, grateful thanks to everyone involved in making that happen.
Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard in the Development Project and since, also to everyone who
has worked tirelessly in ensuring the work and witness of Jesus' Church continues.
I commend Sandra Marshall to you as my successor, she will have different ways of doing things and it will
take her some time to get to know you and the whole set-up in the village. Pray for her as you prayed for me,
she'll need it. Be assured I will remember my time in Barrow-upon-Soar with happiness, each of you have a
special place in my heart. May the Methodist Church grow in grace and peace and be a light for all those
who walking in darkness.
God bless you all, your Minister and friend,
John

STEWARD’S REPORT
I would like to start this report by thanking Pat Langstone, who stood down at the beginning of 2020, for all
her hard work and support during her years as Steward, and Carolyn Thornborow for her help in the role of
Vestry Steward in the year leading up to the pandemic.
Although Heather and I, as the remaining two Stewards, haven't had a great deal to do until recently in terms
of preparing for worship in church, there have still been things to be done and decisions to be made. We
haven't had any official Stewards’ meetings with our Minister, but we have had many conversations by
telephone or ‘socially distanced’ in our front gardens, seeking advice or confirmation from John by ’phone
or email when necessary.
Probably the most notable happening of the past year was the virtual stationing ‘visit' of our prospective new
Minister, Rev Sandra Marshall, in November. The Stewards from each of the churches were invited, along with
the Circuit Leadership Team, to ‘meet' with Sandra via Zoom to find out more about each other and explore
whether we had indeed found a ‘match'. It wasn't the ideal way to hold such a meeting, but we are grateful
for the technology which made it possible. The churches were unanimous in their decision to invite Sandra to
join us, and we are looking forward to welcoming her to our circuit in August.
Before that, of course, we will have to say farewell to our present Minister, Rev John Pugh, and I would like to
take this opportunity to thank him for his ministry, encouragement and support over the past five years (has it
really been that long?), and to wish him and his family all the best for the future.
As we have gradually started worshipping again in our church building there have, of course, been many
extra things to consider, and I would like to thank all those involved in putting together our risk assessment, as
well as that faithful band of people who turn up early every Sunday morning to welcome our congregation,
take the ‘register', show people to their seats and make sure spare masks are available if needed. So far, we
have only had preachers planned for our churches every other week, which means it falls to the stewards to
make sure that somebody is available to take the services on the weeks in between, and we are very grateful
to Adrian and Sue for filling so many of the gaps, and to everyone else who has led or offered to lead a
service.
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Although we have managed with just two Stewards during the lockdown, it will obviously be more of a
challenge now we are meeting together for worship more regularly, and I do urge you to think seriously about
whether you could serve the church in this way. Stewarding is much more effective and enjoyable with a
team of people working together both to share the workload and to exchange ideas, as we all have different
strengths and gifts to bring. Please do have a word with one of us if you think you could help, or if you would
like to know more about what is involved.
Sandra Webb and Heather Doda

PROPERTY REPORT
There is not a lot to report as, apart from playgroup, no groups have been meeting.
Bookings are now coming in - we have lost Fabfitness after many years, as this has closed
but we have new enquirers.
Holiday clubs will be held during the school holidays, “Findingfitness” a sports programme for children which
is sponsored by the Parish Council and a Lottery Grant have booked 3 separate weeks and the Loughborough
School of Performing Arts have booked two 4-day weeks, together these bookings will be a big help to our
finances this year. The Parish Council have also been using our premises for meetings as they are unable to
observe social distancing at the Parish Office.
The major replacement and repair of tiles on the leaking roof will be done very soon. The Welcome Coffee
Bar ceiling which collapsed was repaired under warranty by the contractor who has put more supports in
place.
We are incredibly grateful to Peter Yates who does lots of work behind the scenes and makes almost daily
visits to see that everything is working properly.
Trevor Ranson
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DEVELOPMENT REPORT

I produced the 2020 Report on 16th March, March 2020 and would like to quote from
that report:
“It has happened! We are in our new Worship Area, we are in our new Kitchen, we
are in our new Welcome Coffee Lounge, we are in our new Quiet Room, we are using the new Store Rooms,
we are using the new Foyer and everyone can now see, from the outside, that it is a Church.
It was wonderful on Sunday,15th March, having our first Service, led by Rev. John Pugh, in the totally
renewed Worship Area. This was followed in the afternoon, with a different arrangement of chairs, at the
back of the Worship Area, with coffee tables in the centre for drinks and food during the Worship.
Fantastic!”
After that wonderful Sunday we were then “locked down”. Things changed dramatically, and for a number
of months we were not allowed to Worship in Church. However, during this time, the Development Group
continued with the project. The new lights were installed and the sound system and the audio system. We
also had the name of the Church installed at the front and the Methodist logo on the glass doors and the
glass panels.
Hopefully, we will soon be able to use all of the facilities of the new development to greatly help our mission
and outreach in the local area.
Mike

NEW HORIZONS 2021
A friendship group for those bereaved
This year has been a difficult and lonely time for so many people.
It has been possible to keep in touch with our members by phone, writing cards and taking every opportunity
to chat when we meet in the street, as visits were out of the question. We have celebrated birthdays by
sending cards and greetings but it’s not the same as meeting and having Tea and Cake with friends.
It has been lovely to hear how some members have been able to meet and support each other in their
“Bubble”.
I am so sad to say that we have lost three of our members, but not through Covid - 19.
Jean Atter passed away on 24th June 2020, aged 89 years.
Mary Lambert passed away on 1st March 2021, aged 73 years.
Lilian Fenwick passed away on 23rd April 2021, aged 87 years.
We will miss these lovely ladies, our friends. Although we were not able to visit them we kept in contact by
phone and via their families. We were able to say our sad farewells to each of them at their funerals. We give
thanks for the joy of knowing these beautiful ladies and we send our sympathy and love to their families.
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We have also had two ladies contacting the Hew Horizons group, for help and support. I have been able to
keep in contact with them by phone and I have made some “socially distanced”, outside, visits in support. It
will be so good when these ladies will be able to meet with us all.
We do hope to begin our meetings again, in September. We look forward to using the new areas of our
Church building. We also have the planned outing with the Peter Le Marchant Trust for a cruise along the
canal and stopping for a meal. We aim to take advantage of this as soon as possible.
We look forward to planning the programme and having a good time together again.
Kate

Once we were allowed to open our Church for worship again we were able, thanks
to the Circuit plan, to welcome a “planned preacher” on alternate Sunday
mornings. The Stewards worked hard to make sure that we could hold a service on
the remaining Sunday. Sadly, we are still not allowed to sing and have to wear
masks and observe all the Covid rules but we pray that things may soon return to
normal!
We thank all those who have come forward to help with worship at this time and we
look forward to getting back to normal very, very soon. In the meantime, we continue to practise and
experiment with our new audio/sound system!
Joan Thursby

The Pastor decided to skip church one Sunday morning and go play golf.
He told his assistant he wasn’t feeling well. He drove to a golf course in
another city, so nobody would know him. He teed off on the first hole. A
huge gust of wind caught his ball, carried it an extra hundred yards and
dropped it right in the hold, for a 450 yard hole in one.
An angel looked at God and said, “What did you do that for?”
God smiled and said, “Who’s he going to tell?”

A couple went to breakfast at a restaurant where the “seniors' special” was 2 Eggs, Bacon, Hash Browns
and Toast for £2.99.
“Sounds good” the wife said, “but I don't want the eggs.” “Then, I'll have to charge
you £3.49 because you're ordering a la carte” the waiter warned her.
“You mean I'd have to pay for not taking the eggs?” the wife asked incredulously.
“Yes!” stated the waiter.
“I'll take the special then” the wife said. “Great, how do you want your eggs? “ the
waiter asked.
“Raw and in the shell,” the wife replied. She took the two eggs home and baked a cake.
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WEBSITE
http://www.barrowuponsoarmethodistchurch.co.uk/
Our online presence continues to increase rapidly, via our website, our Facebook page, Instagram and
Twitter.
Our online activities are a definite outreach, and we have ‘followers’ from all over the country, including 4 of
our ex-Ministers.
Google “Barrow upon Soar Methodist Church” and we pop up near the top on the first page, which is great.
It’s also a great way for people to contact us for bookings, or church activities etc.
We’ve definitely also made an impact online with our yarn bombing. The response on Facebook has been
amazing. We’ve had some lovely comments on the Barrow pages and also on Crochet and Knitting pages
where it’s been shared. Not only local people seeing it, but thanks to our website and social media people
all over the country are seeing it.
We’ve had comments like:
“I’m loving these knitted displays, thank you to all involved”
“So lovely”
“I wouldn’t have guessed that they are knitted! What a fantastic display, thank you for brightening our days”.
“Congratulations to all involved, we love seeing these up

“

We are currently investigating Wi-Fi in the church as it was always in the plan for the refurbishment. So, we’ll
soon be able to use the internet for services, zoom meetings or stream services to people who are unable to
attend. Watch this space.
Natalie Thompson
follow us on Twitter @BarrowMeth
www.facebook.com/barrow upon soar methodist church

FUN@CHURCH 2021
4th Wednesday of each month
3.15 - 4.30 pm
A church full of lively children is a joy to see!
We have missed the challenge, excitement and fun that our Fun@Church meetings bring.
During the Pandemic Lockdown we have been unable to contact the children and their families as we are
unable to keep the data. We have met some children/families on our walks in the village and reassured them
that we will meet again when it is possible.
I have tried to keep the Display Window interesting by changing it regularly and making it relevant to calendar
with displays for Remembrance Day, Christmas, the journey through Lent and Easter. At times it has been
particularly aimed at children by illustrating “Stories in the Bible”, “All things bright and beautiful”, “Love and
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Hugs”, and “Thank You”. It’s lovely to see the passers- by stopping to look at the display and as they wait for
the bus.
We do hope and pray that we will be able to begin Fun@Church again in September, making full use of our
new facilities and giving us more space.
Kate

YARN BOMBING!
The use we have made of the bollards outside our entrance has kept in mind for everyone that, although our
building is closed, we are still very active in our faith. The children really did appreciate our efforts.
The line of knitted/crocheted Kings and Shepherds on their way to the life size Nativity
scene in the foyer caused quite a stir and we received so many positive comments.
To continue the interest, we celebrated both human and God’s love at Valentine
time by covering the bollards in hearts, messages of God’s Love in the foyer windows,
then “Monster Hugs” and Hearts in the display window.
At Easter the Lenten Cross was decorated outside the church with fresh flowers and
the bollards were decorated with knitted/crocheted flowers, butterflies, bees and ladybirds. These caused
quite a stir and were very much a subject of conversation and admiration in the village and on Facebook
and social media.
Many thanks to the ladies who have given their time and talent to help us.

MEN’S SUPPER GROUP 2020/21
I produced the last Men’s Supper Group Report on 13th March 2020. We had completed six
months of our programme and two days later we were “locked down”. At the time we all
thought this would be for about six weeks but now we haven’t got together, as the Supper
Group, for sixteen months. I know you have all been missing the delicious suppers provided by the Men’s
Group Chefs.
It has been a strange time for us all but things are looking better. I am keeping my fingers crossed that we
may be able to start up the Men’s Supper Group in September but this does, of course, depend on
Government regulations. If we are able to start in September we will just organise some sessions ourselves and
not arrange outside speakers. Take care everyone and stay safe.
Mike Morley

“Look for something positive in every day, even if some days you have to
look a little harder.” – Unknown
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CROCHET AND CRAFT
Like everything else the Crochet and Craft group have not been meeting but hopefully
have been carrying on with their projects during lock down. As soon as it is possible we will
start meeting again - probably doing more chatting than crocheting as we catch up with
each other after so many months.
Tilly Yates

Please ask if you would like to see the audited accounts for 2019/20

Assessment
At the meeting of Circuit treasurers, assessments were considered and the
recommended level for Barrow will be £15,545, roughly £1300 below last year.
These will be put to the Circuit meeting on 17 th June.
Due to the reduction in income over the past 18 months, each church will receive a rebate of 20% of this
year’s assessment.
Connexional Funds
We have donated £390 per year to these for many years and I would like you to approve that this is increased
to £500 per year from this September.
This amounts to £150 each (from £120) to Property and Presbyter and Deacon Support Funds, and £200 (from
£150) to LWPT
Circuit Loan
The Circuit has agreed that the loan of £20,000 for the new Lighting and Audio/Visual system can now be
paid as 4 instalments of £5,000 starting in June 2022, next year, instead of 5 instalments of £4,000. I am grateful
for the Circuit for its help in meeting the cost of retiling part of the roof this Summer at a cost of £8950.
Builder’s Final Invoice
We still have not received the contractor’s final invoice for £6006, due about 18 months ago. The money is
held in reserve for when the invoice eventually comes.
Peter Yates
Everyone who pays Income Tax can ‘Gift Aid’ their donations to the
church which allows the church to reclaim income tax on the amount
given, adding 25% to your contribution.
This is one way that the government supports charities and I urge any
taxpayers not yet using the scheme to
consider doing so.
The envelope scheme or a bank standing order is the best way to make regular gift aid contributions as it can
help with budgeting, please see me if you would like to use either of these.
Peter Yates - Treasurer
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LADIES CIRCLE
Like every other group Ladies Circle has not been able to meet for many months but
we have tried to keep in touch with emails and chats when we met on the High Street.
When we closed for lock-down, we had had various fund-raising events for our chosen charity, and we were
pleased to send a cheque for £900 to MacMillan Cancer Support – one of our biggest donations to date.
We look forward to meeting together again on alternate Wednesday evenings and hope that this will be very
soon.

The prayer chain is one area of church life that has been relatively unaffected by the pandemic. If anything,
it has probably been used even more than usual during the various periods of lockdown, when people were
unable to meet together on Sundays to share their prayer concerns.
It is always a privilege to be asked for prayer, so if you would like us to pray for you just have a word with me,
Heather, Joan or Nora and tell us you have a request for the prayer chain, and we will circulate it to the rest
of the group. Feel free to give as much or as little information as you are comfortable with, we don't need to
know all the details. If you are asking for prayer for someone else, please make sure you have their permission.
We treat all requests as confidential between ourselves unless we are told otherwise.
If you have a strong belief in the power of prayer, are willing to be contacted by telephone or email, and are
able to respect confidences, why not consider becoming part of this important ministry? Please have a word
with me if you would like to know what is involved.
Sandra Webb

MUSIC GROUP
Due to all the Covid rules the Music Group has not been able to take part in
worship for some time. As restrictions are lifted, we will be back playing and
praising the Lord and we will ALL, at last, be able to
“Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts.”
Psalm 105 verse 2
Joan, Pete and Edd

Try to be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.
Maya Angelou
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Due to the unfortunate shut down of Mini Mart last year and the cancellation
of the Games and Jigsaw sale I had a lot of stock in
my garage!!
After a talk with Kathryn (Watts) she agreed to a table
being put on the edge of her property each
Saturday. It became, overtime, a Mini, Mini Mart and
a socially distanced meeting place.
Church members, neighbours and passer-bys were so supportive that it was
occasionally expanded to Joan T’s front garden and mine as well. The money raised
has been split between the Methodist Church and Charnwood Toy Appeal and I am
pleased to say a total of £1,600 was raised. Thank you to all who supported and
donated to the stall.
Hopefully, Mini Mart will return in the Autumn and maybe occasionally the Mini, Mini Mart will pop up again
after a summer break.
Yvonne Butcher
Editor’s note: We cannot let this go by with a big thank you to Yvonne for all her hard work and efforts in
keeping Mini Mart going and also all her work on our open-air Bumper Plant Stall which we held in the carpark
drive in May. This raised the magnificent sum of £717. This was mainly due to the efforts of Yvonne who
planted, potted up flowers and vegetable plants, made trips to a Boston nursery and then potted up again
into hanging baskets, tubs etc. etc. – Yvonne, thank you so much and thanks to the other friends who donated
plants!!
Make a note of our next sale will be on Saturday 3rd July when we will be bringing out the Games and Jigsaws
for a Bumper Sale in the car park drive from 10.00 am to 12.00 pm.
And then on Saturday 14th August we are having a bumper Book Stall in the car park drive – both weather
permitting.
Hopefully, we will be looking at starting up Minimarkets again and welcoming everyone back in the Autumn.

CHURCH FLOWERS
For the last few months, we have been able to have flowers in church again and after
Sunday morning worship they are taken to someone in the community who needs to
see a friendly face! Thanks for Tilly for organising this as it has been much
appreciated!

Our Bible Study meetings came to a sudden halt last year with the national
lockdown coming into effect while we were partway through our Lent study
meetings, for which as usual we were joining together with the other churches in
the village. Normally we would have recommenced our own Bible Study
meetings after Easter, but as we weren't able to meet in person and not all of us are comfortable with Zoom
meetings, we decided to wait.
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I don't think any of us anticipated just how long it would be before we were able to meet again, but
hopefully we will be able to start up again before too long. Feel free to have a word with me if you would
like to know more.
Sandra Webb

IN BARROW UPON SOAR
Churches Together in Barrow upon Soar have not met for some time. The Baptist Church
welcomed their new Pastor Rev Neil Jones in September 2020. A United Service was held to mark the One
Hundred year Anniversary of the War Memorial took place in May 2021 which was well attended.

CRADLE ROLL 2021
We have two children on our Cradle Roll. Charlotte (Lottie) Nicole Flinders and
Abel David Colin Cooledge.
I have been able to make contact with them and their families during the Pandemic Lock down. I have
spoken on the phone, delivered Christmas and Birthday presents from our Church Family.
Both children have their Birthdays in April.
Lottie was 5 years old and is enjoying her time in school. Abel was 4 years old and is enjoying Playschool.
We remember these children and their families in our prayers “so that they may all grow in grace and in the
knowledge of God and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”
God bless you both Lottie and Abel.

The total raised in Christian Aid week by Barrow & Walton was £1612.79, which is really good. The amount
received in envelopes was £1340.79 and online donations amounted to £272.00 Thank you for your support.

If you see someone falling behind, walk beside them.
If you see someone being ignored, find a way to include them.
Always remind people of their worth – one small act could mean the world to them!

